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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF 

MONTEBELLO WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2025, AT THE DR. JEFFREY 

OPPENHEIM COMMUNITY CENTER, 350 HAVERSTRAW ROAD, MONTEBELLO, NEW 

YORK.  THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:00 P.M. FOLLOWED BY THE 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  

 

 

  Present:  Lance N. Millman  Mayor 

     Stacy Caridi   Deputy Mayor   

     Bruce Egenhauser  Trustee 

     David Rose   Trustee 

Warren E. Berbit  Village Attorney 

 

  Absent:  Michael Humphrey  Trustee 

            

Recording Secretary: Joan Will   Village Clerk-Treasurer 

 

Mayor’s Report: 

 

Mayor Millman stated that the upgrade to the Tot Park at Village Hall with the installation 

of a “sensory” friendly play set as well as landscaping improvements to the 9/11 Memorial Garden 

has now been completed.   

 

Mayor Millman stated that the planning for the upcoming Jazz Festival on September 7th 

is almost completed.  We are now starting to install signs throughout the Village with the date, 

time, and location.  Anticipation is mounting, admission is free, and great performances assured. 

  

Building Department Report: 

 

The following is the Building Department Report for the month of July 2025:  

 

• (16) building permits were filed.  A total of $10,930.00 in permit fees were 

collected. 

• (13) Certificates of Occupancy were issued. 

• (15) locations were inspected; $75.00 in Fire Inspection fees were collected during 

the month. 

• (22) code violations were issued.  (8) violations were closed/resolved.  (5) 

appearance tickets were issued. 

 

Historic Preservation and Parks Commission (HPPC) Report 

The commission met on Wednesday, August 6, 2025. 

 

• Application for Certificate of Appropriateness   

o Applicant Marsel Amona for Stonehedge Heights Subdivision located at 220 Spook 

Rock Road.  Mr. Amona presented his application to the Commission to relocate 

the original detention pond on Lot 12.  He would like to move it closer to Spook 

Rock Road.  Upon tentative vote, the Commission approved the Certificate of 
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Appropriateness for both the relocation and the associated plantings awaiting 

completion of SEQRA from the Planning Board.  

 

• The planning of the Jazz Festival has been finalized.  Letters for sponsorship and donations 

have been prepared for mailing. 

Public Comment: 

No one from the public wishing to speak, Mayor Millman closed this portion of the 

meeting. 

 

Resolution No. 25 - 097      Village of Montebello 

 

Title: Continuing Public Hearing to Adopt the 2025 Comprehensive Revised Plan 

 

 WHEREAS by operation of Resolution No. 25-081, dated June 18, 2025, and Resolution 

25-089, dated July 16, 2025, the Public Hearing to consider adopting the 2025 Comprehensive 

Plan was continued; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Public Hearing was continued tonight at 7:10 pm, motion by Deputy 

Mayor Caridi and seconded by Trustee Egenhauser; and 

 

 WHEREAS, as per communications from Max Stach, the Village Planner, and Alyse 

Terhune, the Deputy Village Attorney, who oversaw the activities of the Commission, study of 

and completing a comprehensive response to the recommendations and findings of the Rockland 

County Department of Planning underway, but more time is needed to complete same in order to 

help guide the Village Board; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Trustee Rose submitted his comments on July 13, 2025, for informal 

consideration by the Board; and submitted additional discussions dated August 12, 2025; and 

 

 WHEREAS, with no one at the Public Hearing tonight wishing to speak. 

  

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as recommended for the foregoing reasons, that the 

Public Hearing be continued to the next regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees on 

September 17, 2025, beginning at 7:00 PM or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard. 

Motion:  Deputy Mayor Caridi 

 

Second:  Trustee Egenhauser 

 

Upon Vote, motion carried unanimously. 

 

Additional Comments were submitted by Trustee Rose and discussed by the Mayor and Village 

Board. 

 

Discussion and Review: Homeland Towers, LLC 

Mayor would like the Board and Village Attorney to review the documents that have been 

submitted by Homeland Towers.  The Mayor stated that an invite was sent to Homeland Towers 

to attend the September 17th Board meeting in order to informally discuss these plans prior to 

setting up a Public Hearing. 
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Resolution No. 25 - 098      Village of Montebello 

 

Title: Approval of Minutes for July 16, 2025 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, the minutes of the Board of Trustees of July 16, 2025, be and are 

hereby approved. 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Caridi 

 

Second:   Trustee Egenhauser 

 

Upon vote, motion carries unanimously. 

 

Resolution No. 25 - 099      Village of Montebello 

 

Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims dated August 13, 

2025, and totaling $147,113.13 hereby approved, and the claims listed hereon shall be paid. 

 

Motion: Trustee Egenhauser  

 

Second: Trustee Rose 

 

Deputy Mayor Caridi abstained. 

 

Upon vote, the Resolution carried. 

 

Resolution No. 25 – 100      Village of Montebello 

 

Title:  Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims – Professional Fees 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, the abstract and Schedule of Claims – Professional Fees dated August 

13, 2025, for Professional Fees, and totaling $15,847.35 hereby approved, and the claims listed 

hereon shall be paid. 

 

Motion:   Deputy Mayor Caridi 

 

Second:   Trustee Egenhauser 

 

Upon vote, the Resolution was carried unanimously. 

Resolution No. 25 - 101      Village of Montebello 

 

Title: Approval of Abstract & Schedule of Claims – LOC Draw Fund 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Abstract and Schedule of Claims for the LOC 

Draw Fund dated August 13, 2025, and totaling $4,103.75 hereby approved, and the claims listed 

hereon shall be paid. 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Caridi 

 

Second:   Trustee Egenhauser 

 

Upon vote, the Resolution carried. 

 

Resolution No. 25 -  102                       Village of Montebello 

 

Title: Village Insurance Renewal- September 7, 2025 - September 7, 2026 

 

 WHEREAS, it is prudent that the Village maintain insurance coverage for loss to property, 

general liability, auto, hired car non-owner auto, crime, public officials, boiler/machinery, and 

umbrella liability, etc., as has been covered in prior years, the coverage for which expires on 

September 7, 2025; and  

 

 WHEREAS, competitive proposals were sought via our broker, Salerno Brokerage; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Salerno Brokerage described the proposals it has received in its letter dated 

and received August 11, 2025, a true copy of which with attachments shall be appended to the 

Minutes hereof as if a part of the Resolution, as summarized as follows:              

 

 

2024 – 2025  
Travelers and Cyber 

2024 – 2025 
National Union & Cyber 

2025-2026 
National Union & Cowbell 

Cyber 

Municipal Package 
$73,937 $65,877.53 $71,931.43 

Including:  Municipal 
Property including 

equipment breakdown and 
inland marine; General 

Liability including Employee 
Benefits Liability, Municipal 
Automotive, Public officials 
Liability and Employment 

Practices Liability, and 
Municipal Umbrella 

   

Municipal Public Employee 
Blanket Crime 

 
 

Included 

 
 

Included 

 
 

Included 

Property Fee 
Included Included Included 

Motor Vehicle Fee 
Included Included Included 

 
   

Cowbell Cyber Insurance 
 

$2,493 
 

$2,493 
 

$2,493 

 
   

Total $76,430 $69,511.53 $71,931.43 

          ; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Salerno Brokerage advised that there are certain differences in policies which 

they have included in the policy descriptions and recommends that said coverage be obtained by 
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National Union (formerly known as Glatfelter Public Practice) and Cowbell Cyber as afore 

described in the best interest of the Village. 

         

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that insurance coverage as afore described for the 

Village be renewed with National Union and Cowbell Cyber as brokered by Salerno Brokerage 

for the period of September 7, 2025, to September 7, 2026, at the cost of $71,931.43, such expense 

found to be reasonable and prudent, all factors considered; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the terms and conditions of such insurances and 

undertaking shall be as set forth on the face of same, which policies and undertaking shall be 

considered appended to the minutes hereof as if fully set forth hereinafter. 

 

Motion:    Deputy Mayor Caridi 

   

Second:     Trustee Egenhauser 

 

Upon vote, resolution carried unanimously. 

 

Board discussed the possibility of increasing certain line items.  After discussion, the Board agreed 

to leave the policy as is with the understanding that any line can be adjusted throughout the year 

if the Board feels it is necessary.   

 

Resolution No. 25 - 103      Village of Montebello 

 

Title: Appointment to Hire a Code Enforcement Officer (PT) 

  

 WHEREAS, the Village Clerk – Treasurer has a need to fill a position of Code Enforcement 

Officer (PT) to assist with Building Department duties; and 

 

 WHEREAS, after advertising to fill the position, reviewing applications and interviewing 

several candidates, the Mayor has authorized the Village Clerk – Treasurer to hire Benjamin 

Wolford at $25.00 / hour as Code Enforcement Officer (PT) with proper vetting from Rockland 

County Personnel.   

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Benjamin Wolford is hereby appointed effective 

August 13, 2025, to the position of Code Enforcement Officer (PT), a maximum of 17.5 hours per 

week, and the availability to work weekend days for a term to expire at the reorganization meeting 

in April 2026, or as soon thereafter as a successor can be appointed after the three-month probation 

period. 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Caridi 

 

Second: Trustee Egenhauser 

 

Upon vote the Resolution carried unanimously. 
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Resolution 25 - 104       Village of Montebello 

 

Title Approval of Expenditures for the Village of Montebello Jazz Festival on September 7, 

2025 

 WHEREAS, by virtue of 2025 Village Budget line item A7550, “Celebrations”, the Village 

Board recognized the benefit to the community of sponsoring as a Village event the 2025 Jazz 

Festival, and allocated an expenditure of up to $15,000 to fund such event; and 

 

  WHEREAS, in furtherance thereof, the Mayor, Village Clerk and staff, have expended 

significant effort in arranging and organizing such event to be held on September 7, 2025, on 

Village Hall grounds, from 1 to 6 pm, in conjunction with the Deputy Mayor, Trustees, and 

members of the Historic Preservation and Parks Commission, including having arranged 

performances of renowned jazz musicians who have agreed to rain, or shine perform; advertising, 

flyers, signage, supplies, water, security, insurance, portable toilets, and miscellaneous as 

necessary, not to exceed the budgeted amount; and 

 

  WHEREAS, donations are being solicited from businesses supporters with 

connections to the area in order to help defer the expenses of the event, which will reduce the net 

expenditure; and 

 

  WHEREAS, admission will be without charge, but the food and beverages will be 

by individual purchase from the vendors arranged to be on site. 

 

  WHEREAS, the following expenses shall be approved: 

1. The Klezmatics    $5,000 

2. Bill O’Connell Quartet  $2,500 

3. 3D Rhythm of Life  $2,500 

4. Say Watt Sound   $1,000 

5. John to Go Toilets   $623.70 

6. Signs to Go   $614.53    

 

At a total cost of $12,238.23. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as consistent with the budgeted line item, that the 

aforesaid event and expenses therefore be and hereby are approved, and any associated contracts 

are approved, as consistent with the 2025 Budget, said expenditure not to exceed $15,000 without 

further action of the Village Board, it being understood that funds donated towards the event by 

business sponsors,  will help defer the above expenses  all which shall be gratefully acknowledged 

on the record by announcement and printed notice as having helped to sponsor said event. 

 

Roll call vote: 

 Trustee Rose   - Yes 

 Trustee Egenhauser -  Yes 

 Deputy Mayor Caridi - Yes 

 Trustee Humphrey - Absent 

 Mayor Millman -  Abstained 

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Caridi 
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Second: Trustee Egenhauser 

 

Upon Vote, Motion Carries  

 

Mayor discusses that this event was planned prior to the creation of the 2025 Budget.  It was 

approved and went to Public Hearing.  The Mayor described the history of this event and other 

events like Shakespeare in the Park, Yoga and Zumba; and that these events have been greatly 

received by the residents of Montebello.   

Deputy Mayor Caridi stated that these events are a wonderful way to bring the entire community 

together and to meet their neighbors.  She stated that it really is a great day.   

It was discussed that the Tot Park and Organic Garden are also open to residents.   

Trustee Rose stated that since he has been on the Board he is pleased with the effort of the Board 

of Trustees and Staff.  Trustee Rose stated that he does not think this is a Village type event, but 

he withdrew his objection and noted affirmative upon further discussion. 

Discussion ensued.  Deputy Mayor Caridi and Trustee Egenhauser stated that the neighbors 

enjoy this festival and get out in the fresh air. 

Resolution: 25 - 105                  Village of Montebello 

 

Title:  Stop Sign Installation – Rocklyn Drive 

  

 WHEREAS, the Village Board has been active in identifying concerns regarding traffic 

safety including vehicle and pedestrian safety; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village Engineer has been instructed to investigate the Rocklyn Drive and 

River Road areas and has determined that traffic calming measures would be recommended; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Village Engineer has reviewed this request and has recommended the 

following installations of a stop sign with stop bar at the intersections of:   

- Rocklyn Drive and River Road   

 

the STOP sign and stop bar will be on Rocklyn Drive. 

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Village Clerk-Treasurer is hereby authorized 

to contact the Town of Ramapo Highway Department and provide a signed copy of this Resolution 

for the implementation and arrangement of such installations. 

 

Motion: Trustee Egenhauser 

 

Second: Trustee Rose 

 

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 

 

The Board would like the Village Engineer to also look into the installation of a Yield sign on 

River Road. 
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Resolution 25 - 106        Village of Montebello 

 

Title: Dr. Jeffrey Oppenheim Community Center Roof Repairs 

  

 WHEREAS, the Dr. Jeffrey Oppenheim Community Center roofing has been experiencing 

select leaks which the water has found its way into the main meeting room during periods of heavy 

rain; and 

  

 WHEREAS, Most of the roof has been replaced in the past; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Village Engineer performed a recent inspection of the roof (with a roofer) 

and where the roof shows no signs of damage or deficiencies, it appears the water is entering at 

the “bulkhead” location; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Village Engineer along with the roofer have reviewed all other potential 

areas and this seems to be the conclusion of the roofer that this location is the most likely source 

of the water infiltration; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the structure was the result of additions to an existing dwelling and the details 

around the bulkhead appear to be the source of the leak. The roof repair, while select is 

comprehensive and complete to expose the areas and verify details and re-roof in accordance with 

proper materials and applications; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a bid was received from Emerald Roofing and Siding dated July 17, 2025, in 

the amount of $2,654.67.  Two other roofers were contacted, but were not available or did not have 

interest in fixing a leak; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village Engineer reviewed the bidder’s submittal and found the 

information is acceptable in form and content for the select repair.  Emerald Roofing and Siding 

performed roof repairs at Village Hall; and 

 

 WHEREAS, such work appears essential to preventing further deterioration.  

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the repair of the roof at the Dr. Jeffrey Oppenheim 

Community Center be awarded to Emerald Roofing and Siding at a cost of $2,654.67, subject to 

form of contract and terms that meets the approval of the Village Attorney and Village Engineer.  

 

Motion: Deputy Mayor Caridi 

 

Second: Trustee Egenhauser 

 

Upon vote, the Resolution carried unanimously. 

 

Discussion about the installation of a street notification sign on Montebello Road for Windermere 

Brook Road has been tabled as the signage suggested is not approved by the Board.  The Board 

requests that the Village Engineer send additional suggestions for approval.   
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Old / New Business 

- Jazz Fest will be Sunday, September 7th at Village Hall from 1pm – 6pm.   

- Legislator Alden Wolfe is looking into acquiring grant money for the Village of 

Montebello for the installation of a sidewalk on Airmont Road. 

- The Town of Ramapo Police have removed the police car storage from the Spook Rock 

Pool parking lot.   

Public Comment: 

Moshe Engel of East Mayer Drive commented that he and his family greatly enjoyed 

attending the Jazz Festival.  He stated that he met the Mayor and Board of Trustees for the first 

time and plans on attending this year as well. 

 

Mr. Engel wanted to know when Memorial Drive will be repaired.  The Board advised him 

that it belongs to the Village of Suffern. 

 

Mr. Engel wanted to know if there was any way the Village can get a shuttle bus for local 

trips within the area.  Mayor advised that it will be investigated. 

 

No one from the public wishing to speak, Mayor Millman closed this portion of the 

meeting. 

 

At 8:28 PM, Deputy Mayor Caridi made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss 

negotiations and outstanding litigation matters, seconded by Trustee Egenhauser.  Vote carried 

unanimously. 

 

At 8:47 PM, Deputy Mayor Caridi made a motion to exit the Executive Session, seconded 

by Trustee Egenhauser.  Vote carried unanimously. 

 

At 8:48 PM, Deputy Mayor Caridi made a motion to close the meeting, seconded by 

Trustee Egenhauser.  Vote carried unanimously.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

 

__________________________________________  

Joan Will, Village Clerk - Treasurer 


